
 
 

Federation women leaders in local government  
 

A total of six women leader of RDRS organised Union Federation have been elected as vice 
chair in the Upazila (sub district) Parishad election in Bangladesh this year. The election was  
held on 22 January 2009. The voters voted for a Chair and two Vice Chair in each of their 
upazilas. One of the offices of the Vice Chairman was reserved for a woman and one for a 
man. Both men and women could contest for the office of Chairman. 
 

Lailee Begum       Kajal Rekha     Sulatana Razia      Suraiya Jesmin         Rahia Sarker        Sabina Begum 
 

As the Federation leaders had a contribution in social development activities and gained 
public trust, the people requested them to contest for these posts. As a result, seven women 
Federation leaders contested from seven upazila for the posts of Vice Chair. Six of them 
were elected. 
  

The elected vice chair are: Lailee Begum - member of Boda Union Federation, Panchagarh; 
Kajal Rekha - member of Haribhasha Union Federation, Panchagarh; Sulatana Razia - 
member of Shalbahan Union Federation, Panchagarh; Suraiya Jesmin - Member of 
Baliadangi Union Federation, Thakurgoan; Rahia Sarker - member of Goyabari Union 
Federation, Nilphamari and Sabina Begum - member of Protaysha Dalogram Union 
Federation of Lalmonirhat Districts.    
 

Under the umbrella of the Union Federations formed by RDRS Bangladesh, the progress of 
the poor, landless, indigenous and disabled people and other backward sections of the 
society, including women, has paved the way ahead for the development of the common 
people in the country. The Federation leaders have played a strong role in ensuring the rights 
of the poor and have also won the confidence of the people in ensuring transparency of the 
local government and upholding public interests.  
 

Not only in the recent upazila election, but also in the elections to the Union Parishads, the 
Federation leaders have increasingly been elected, establishing precedence for good 
governance, taking the people ahead in progress and development. Till 2008, a total of 224 
Federation leaders of 138 unions are now in the role of people's representatives. 
 

Food security project for ultra poor women  
 
RDRS has introduced a new project this year for extreme poor women of Gaibandha 
District. The main aim of this project, ‘Food Security for Ultra Poor Women’, is to ensure 
food security for destitute women through their empowerment.  
 

The project was launched on 28 March at the Gaibandha Zila Parishad (district council) 
auditorium. The programme was presided over by RDRS Executive Director Kamaluddin 
Akbar. Present on the occasion as Chief Guest was Deputy Commissioner Abu Muhammad 



Yusuf. Mr Jack Van Ham, Director 
of ICCO, The Netherlands, was 
Special Guest. 
 

RDRS, with assistance from the 
European Union and three European 
partners ICCO Netherlands, Dark & 
Light Netherlands and The Leprosy 
Mission England is implementing 
this project jointly with six other 
local NGOs. These organisations are 
Gono Unnayan Kendra, Unnayan 
Shahojogi Team, Gram Bikash 
Kendra, Christian Commission for 
Development of Bangladesh, Centre for Disability in Development and the Leprosy Mission 
Bangladesh. This five-year project is to be implemented in 60 unions of Gaibandha. It is 
hoped that the lives of 40 thousand destitute women will improve through this project. 

 
BftW workshop on Basic Social Security System 

in Bangladesh  
 

In cooperation with Bread for the World (BftW), Germany, RDRS Bangladesh organised a 
day-long national workshop on 'Basic Social Security System as Part of Social Protection: 
The Case of Bangladesh at IDB Bhaban, Dhaka on 24 February 2009. The main objective of 
the workshop was to disseminate findings of a study on the topic. About 100 representatives 
from government and non-government organisations, and bilateral and multilateral agencies 
attended the workshop.   
 

Bangladesh Cabinet Minister for Food and Disaster Management Dr Muhammad Abdur 
Razzaque was present as Chief Guest while former Advisor (defacto Cabinet Minister) to the 
past Caretaker Government Advocate Sultana Kamal and eminent economist Dr Atiur 



Rahman were present as Special Guests. RDRS Executive Director Mr Kamaluddin Akbar 
presided over the workshop while Ms Pamela Metschar, Mr Martin Remppis, Ms Sabine 
Schlecht and Ms Claudia Regine Hinderer of BftW were also present.  
 

The study revealed that almost 4 million people were pushed into poverty due to price hike 
of essentials during last two years while half of the total population including 36% extreme 
poor were already under the poverty line.  
 
Speakers in the workshop emphasized on assigning a special team of Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) to monitor the safety net programme since the study revealed that the 
poorest are often deprived as nepotism and partisan affiliation frequently determine the 
selection procedure for the underprivileged.  
 

The Food Minister in his address admitted that "the mentioned percentage of people still in 
poverty is a fact. It has increased during the last two years as prices of essentials and food 
rose." He also mentioned that 60% of the total cultivable land is losing its natural 
productivity and we must sort out measures to ensure food security for all.  
 

"People's rights and right to information should be given top priority to make the safety net 
programme a success," said Advocate Sultana Kamal.  Dr Atiur Rahman said, "under the 
circumstances our millennium development goals should be re-oriented, or else many of the 
poor would be left under the poverty line."  
 

The study identified low wage rate, inadequate income, landlessness, unemployment, 
illiteracy, natural disaster, price hike of basic commodities, disabled people in the family etc 
as major causes of poverty.  
 

Participants emphasised on joint endeavours of government, NGOs and civil society to make 
the safety net programme successful. Some recommendations were made later in the 
technical session which will help further refine the study. Ms Sabine Schlecht made the 
concluding remarks on the study and workshop recommendations.  
 

Bread for the World (BftW) sponsored the study as a follow-up to the 2004 study on Food 
Insecurity and Hunger. Bangladesh partners of BftW, namely RDRS, ASD, BASSA, BPKS, 
CBSDP, CCDB, MATI and Prodipon conducted the study in ten different areas of the 
country (Dhaka, Mymenshing, Tangail, Sunamganj, Chittagong, Bandarban, Khulna, 
Gopalganj, Naogaon and Kurigram Districts). Dr Syed Samsuzzaman - Director (Resource 
and Environment) of RDRS coordinated the study while Bangladesh Centre for Advanced 
Studies (BCAS) complied and edited the report.  
 

Workshop on the decentralisation  
of fish fry production  

 
RDRS organised a workshop on 
‘Decentralised Seed (fish) Production’ on 
12 January this year. The workshop was 
held at the Begum Rokeya auditorium of 
the North Bengal Institute (NBI) in 
Rangpur. 
  

Dr. Md. Saifuddin Shah, Vice Chancellor 
of Khulna University was present as Chief 
Guest while Mr Alan Brooks, Head of the 



World Fish Centre, Bangladesh and the South Asia Region presided the workshop. RDRS 
Director (Resources and Environment) Dr. Syed Samsuzzaman delivered the welcome 
address. 
 

The Chief Guest said that in order to produce good fish spawns, the farmers must be 
provided with good spawns too. And with the areas for fish cultivation shrinking, production 
targets are below expectations. With the assistance of six local agencies and two foreign 
agencies, initiative will be taken under this project to cultivate fish in rice fields and in 
abandoned water bodies, benefiting poor farmers economically.  
 

Md. Abdur Rouf, Additional Director of the Department Agricultural Extension, Rangpur 
region, says that the Agriculture Extension Department is working with five mandates –
decentralisation, determining the farmers’ demands, targeting, target people and production 
of quality spawns in the decentralisation of fish cultivation through various extension 
initiatives.  
 

Dr. David Little of Starling Univerversity said, 12 partner agencies will play an important 
role though this project in the production of quality fish spawns. This will make it easier to 
establish cooperation among government and non-government organisations, businessmen, 
farmers and hatchery owners.  
 
Mr Satyanarayan Roy from RDRS presented the keynote paper at the workshop. He said that 
this project would play an important role in resolving the major problems in the production 
of fish fries, reducing farmers’ dependence on hatcheries, increasing the earnings of the poor 
farmers leading to their improved lifestyles as well as decentralising the production of fish 
fries.  
 

The term of this project is from 2008 to 2011. It will benefit about 21,000 primary and 
36,000 secondary poor farmers by decentralising the production and cultivation of fish fries 
in northwest region of Bangladesh.  
 

About 200 persons participated in the workshop including Indian representative Kuddus 
Ansari, representative from Nepal Madhav Shrestha, representatives from various 
government and non-government organisations of Bangladesh, hatchery owners, Federations 
leaders and farmers of the project. 
 

RDRS participates in fund raising campaign  
in Finland  

 
Dr. Selima Rahman - Director (Health) 
and Jainal Abedin - Programme 
Coordinator from RDRS joined the fund 
raising campaign organised by 
FinChurchAid Finland during 26 January 
- 8 February 2009. The main objective of 
this visit was to apprise the Finish people 
of RDRS activities and to inform of how 
the organisation was aiding in the 
development of the poor. 
 

Development funds were generated through this meet. The Finish Lutheran Church and its 
Church Resources Organisation began this regular campaign way back in 1950. Through this 



campaign the people are made aware and the needs of the deprived people are brought to the 
forefront. Like every year, this year too the campaign will continue from February to May 
2009. The main theme of this year is employment and empowerment. 
 

The target of the 2009 fundraiser is five million euros. FinChurchAid will disperse 60% of 
the funds among Asia, Africa and Latin America and will use 40% for the poor in Finland. 
 

New project for environment and bio-diversity  
 
RDRS, jointly with the Department of Forest, 
Fisheries and Environment, has undertaken the 
implementation of the Integrated Protected Area 
Co-Management (IPAC) Project, aimed at 
protecting the biodiversity and natural environment 
of Bangladesh’s 26 protected forest areas, water 
bodies and environmentally risk-prone areas. The 
main objective of this project is basically to render 
the successful Nishorgo project further effective in 
a practical manner and, through co-management, 
implement the biodiversity and environment protection concept in a more extensive manner. 
 
The main activities of IPAC include preservation of natural environment conducive to the 
protection of the biodiversity of various forest areas and water bodies, creating alternative 
means of income generation for the local populace through various training programmes and 
to reduce their dependence on the forest and water bodies for their livelihood, creating 
awareness about protecting the biodiversity of the country’s forests and water bodies through 
cultural programmes and campaigns, mobilising public opinion for environment protection, 
strengthening the government’s local forest and fisheries departments through infrastructural 
development, mobilising local volunteers to prevent illegal felling of trees and plundering of 
water bodies and taking other measures in this regard, creating an eco-friendly tourism 
infrastructure all over the country to raise public awareness, etc.  
 

Through IPAC, RDRS will create co-management committees in the protected forest and 
water body areas of Sylhet, Sunamganj, Habiganj, Moulvibazar, Mymensingh, Sherpur, 
Tangail and Gazipur Districts and work for the protection of these areas.  
 

Child Protection Project for destitute children  
 

RDRS is implementing two projects for 
working children in Kurigram: Child 
Protection: Community Mechanism and 
National Policy and Poverty and Working 
Children. The aim of these projects is to 
develop community-level mechanisms to 
prevent and redress violence, abuse and 
exploitation and to open access to education for 
working and destitute children. 
 

The projects work with parents, teachers, local leaders, youth clubs, police, social workers, 
other NGOs and, most importantly, the children who are forced out of school and even their 
homes to make a living, in houses, shops, factories, fields and streets. These are the street 



children, child sex-workers, children of sex-workers, disabled children, children from 
minority ethnic groups, disaster-displaced children, children unwanted at home or children 
from families in dire poverty and ignorance. 
 

Through the projects, RDRS will meet with the children to identify the types of work they 
do, how their employers behave and the working environment. It will also encourage saving 
among working children; advise parents and guardians about the disadvantages of child 
labour; establish a child-rights forum; initiate a code of conduct for local employers; and, 
open primary schools for working children.     
  

Federation mela ‘09 held  
 
RDRS Bangladesh organised a 
two-day long Federation Mela 
(fair) with a call to 'Empowering 
the Poor through Federation' 
during 17-18 March at 
Thakurgaon. A total of 18 selected 
Union Federations from 
Thakurgaon, Panchagarh, Dinajpur 
and Nilphamari Districts took part 
in the event.  
 

Miah Abdullah Mamun - Deputy 
Commissioner of Thakurgaon 
District inaugurated the Federation 
Mela. 18 stalls were set up by the participant Federations describing their different 
development initiatives. They also displayed and sold their handmade apparels and crafts as 
per their income generating activities. The Federation cultural groups performed folksong 
and staged issue-based drama. Huge people from different villages came to the mela and 
enjoyed all the events.   
 

On the concluding day, three Federations were awarded for best stage show.  
 

International Women’s Day observed  
 
Bangladesh observed International 
Women’s Day on 8 March this year 
with the theme “Men and women, 
stand united against oppression of 
daughters and women.” RDRS 
observed this day with due 
importance in all its working areas. 
 

The day’s programmes began with a 
colourful rally. This was followed by 
a discussion meeting and cultural 
show. Representatives of various 
government and non-government 
organisations, professional forums 
and the civil society joined the rally. 



Speakers at the discussion said that all discrimination against women must be eliminated and 
this must begin at a family level. The stressed the need for mutual respect between men and 
women in the interests of women’s empowerment and gender-based violence. 
 

The topics given importance at the discussion meet included: 
 

i. Full implementation of the CEDAW Declaration 

ii.  Approval of the Women’s Development Policy 

iii.  Enactment on a common family law 

iv. Registration of Hindu women’s marriage 

v. Ensuring inheritance of father and husband’s property by Hindu women 

 

Men’s rally at Dinajpur Women’s Day  
 

RDRS and Acid Survivors’ Foundation jointly 
organised a men’s gathering on the occasion of 
International Women’s day on 8 March at Dinajpur. 
At the gathering the men took a stand against acid 
violence and pledged their commitment in this 
regard.  
 

Over 400 men attended the gathering and they took 
the oath together: “Today we pledge not to take up 

acid violence against any woman and will motivate others against this too.” Dinajpur 
municipality Mayor Shafiqul Huq Chhutu read out the oath. 
 

A cultural programme was arranged after the oath. RDRS’ Adivashi People’s Theatre staged 
a drama on the occasion. 
 

One-time incentive grant for  
meritorious students  

 
RDRS recently proffered a one-time incentive 
grant to the meritorious students of its lower-
income staff. This grant was given to 16 students 
based on their merit. 
 

Former foreign staff of RDRS who had worked 
for long for the people of this country, organised 
a wonderful reunion in 2007. A total of 15 
former foreign staff members of RDRS, along 
with some members of their family, all came 
over for the reunion from various places of the 
world and met together in Rangpur. They visited the various field activities of the 
organisation. Before leaving to return to their respective countries, they present RDRS with 
Tk 138,000 (equivalent to USD 2,029) to be used for any development purpose. RDRS 
decided to use this fund as grants for the meritorious children of the lower-income 
employees of the organisation. The grant was given to 16 deserving students. 



 

RDRS celebrates its 37 th anniversary 
 

RDRS celebrated its 37th founding anniversary on 
8 February in its Dhaka and Rangpur offices as 
well as at its other project units. On this day in 
1972, RDRS began its work under Norwegian 
Missionary Dr. Olav Hodne in war-torn 
Bangladesh, through relief and rehabilitation 
programmes. The Geneva-based Lutheran World 
Federation is the founder of RDRS. 

 

On the occasion of RDRS’ anniversary, rallies, discussions and cultural shows were 
organised at its various offices. The programmes began with a mark of respect for Dr. 
Olav Hodne and others who have made significant contributions to RDRS. The 
discussions touched upon RDRS’ history, activities, successes, challenges, etc. 

Farewell reception 
 
Two long-standing committed staff of RDRS – Dr. Nural Alam, Director (Administration) 
and Anthony D’Cruze, Project Coordination, recently went on retirement. Dr. Alam retired 
on 20 January and Anthony D’Cruze on 28 February this year.  
 

Dr. Nural Alam joined RDRS in October 1980. He 
worked in various capacities in the organisation 
with dedication and commitment before being 
made director. 
 

He was accorded a farewell reception on 7 
February at the Rangpur office. On behalf of 
RDRS, Dr. Syed Samsuzzaman, Director 
(Resources and Environment), Tapan Kumar 
Karmaker Director (Finance) and Azizul Karim, 

Director (Programme Coordination) present him with a crest. All prayed for his good health 
and long life. 
 

Anthony D’Cruze joined RDRS in July 1985. He also held 
several important posts in the organisation and worked with 
efficiency. He was closed involved with the organisation’s 
disaster management programmes. He was the RDRS 
representative in ACT International and the AZEECON 
network. He left Bangladesh on 29 March, immigrating to 
Canada along with his family. 
 

He was accorded a farewell reception on 8 February. At the 
reception, RDRS Executive Director Kamaluddin Akbar and 
the others recalled his long career with the organisation and 
expressed their gratitude for his hard work and commitment. 
They prayed for his good health and long life. The Executive 
Director presented him with a crest on behalf of RDRS. 



RDRS’ Maternity Health Voucher Scheme  
for poor mothers  

 
Every year in Bangladesh about 
28,000 women die of pregnancy-
related complications, which is the 
highest among South Asian 
countries. Though maternal 
mortality dropped by 22% in the last 
15 years in the country, Bangladesh 
still remains among the countries 
with the highest malnutrition and 
maternity-related deaths. The main 
causes for this are poverty, lack of 
awareness, superstitions and 
inadequate health facilities.  

 

For the last 37 years RDRS has been running socio-economic development programmes for 
the poverty-stricken population of the northwest region, and from 1997 it began its 
programme for mother and child heath. The programme for expectant mothers and child 
delivery is especially notable. 
 

In 2008, over 97,000 expectant mothers were registered through 224 RDRS clinics. Of this 
there were 84,445 childbirths, 76,552 being safe deliveries. Among the registered delivery 
cases, there were 70 maternity deaths. Statistically this is 0.8/1000. 
 

As the maternal mortality rate in Bangladesh is so very high, alongside the Health and 
Family Planning Ministry’s Maternal Health Voucher Scheme, RDRS Bangladesh’s 
Community Health Programme has taken up a Maternal Health Voucher Scheme in six 
Districts.  
 

Objective of the Maternal Health Voucher Scheme 
The main objective of the Maternal Health Voucher Scheme is to bring down the rate of 
maternal mortality by the year 2010. It is hoped that by using Maternal Health Vouchers, the 
demand poor and deprived expectant mothers for healthcare will increase. Under the 
programme there will also be an increase in public awareness regarding regular health care 
during pregnancy, safe delivery, post-natal care, advice and treatment for pregnancy-related 
complications and other matters related to maternal health. This will reduce maternal 
mortality significantly. 
 

Services 
·  Three or four check-ups during pregnancy 
·  Two blood tests for haemoglobin (during the second and third check-up) 
·  Two urine tests for albumin 
·  Provisions for safe and hygienic delivery 
·  Two post-natal check-ups (within 42 days of child delivery) 
·  Caesarean in the case of birth-related complications 

 
Criteria for receiving voucher 

·  Ultra poor mothers registered with the RDRS maternity care centres will be 
covered by this scheme 



 

Rizwana wins Goldman Environmental Prize 
 

RDRS Trustee Board Chair and Chief Executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers' Association 
(BELA) Syeda Rizwana Hasan has been awarded the 
prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize 2009 for 
the Asia region in recognition of her contribution to 
the conservation of the environment. 
 
As Bangladesh's leading environmental attorney, 
Rizwana's legal advocacy for tighter regulations for 
the country's environmentally devastating ship-
breaking industry in particular, makes her one of six 
winners of the world's largest prize for 
environmentalists this year. 

 
Rizwana, who is an advocate of the Bangladesh Supreme Court, has received the 
award at a ceremony in San Francisco 20 April and been honoured at a smaller 
ceremony in Washington DC on the occasion of Earth Day on 22 April. 

 
The Goldman Environ-mental Prize, now in its 20th year, is awarded annually to 
environmental heroes from each of the world's six inhabited continental regions.   

·  The health workers, nurses and doctors will select poor expectant mothers to 
avail the facilities of the voucher scheme 

·  The expectant mother of a family who has no source of income will be covered 
by this scheme 

·  The poor expectant mother must be a permanent resident of the union. 
·  Women who have visited the clinic at least four times will be covered by this 

scheme 
·  All poor women having their first or second pregnancies will cover under this 

scheme 
·  Poor women with their first child living/no child living, but who are poor, will 

come under this scheme 
·  Families whose monthly income is 3000 taka or less will come under this scheme  
·  Families with 0.25 decimals or less land will be covered by this scheme 
·  Pregnant women who want to adopt permanent birth control after their second 

child will come under this scheme 
 

 
 

 
 



Launching of book on Begum Rokeya  
 

"Begum Rokeya contributed not only 
to the development of women, but to 
the advancement of society as a 
whole," said writer Selina Hossain, 
speaking as Chief Guest at the 
publication ceremony of a book on 
Begum Rokeya’s descendants, 
Rokeyar Uttarshuri by Majeda Sabir. 
She Said that Begum Rokeya was an 
inspiration to all and this book had 
revived that inspiration and reminded 
us of our potential and the need to 
carry on Rokeya’s ideals. 
 

The book, published by RDRS Bangladesh, was launched at a ceremony on 20 January at 
the National Press Club, Dhaka. With RDRS Trustee Board Chairperson Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan in the chair, the programme was also addressed by Special Guest Rasheda K 
Chowdhury and RDRS Executive Director Kamaluddin Akbar.   
 

Kamaluddin Akbar pointed out that RDRS worked for development as a whole, but with 
special emphasis on women. The NGO upheld Begum Rokeya’s ideals and encouraged 
research on this pioneer of women’s rights in Bangladesh. 
 
Former advisor of the Caretaker Government Rasheda K Chowdhury said it was timely that 
such a book had been brought out because the spirit of empowering women needed to be 
revived. She pointed out how Begum Rokeya went ahead with her revolutionary ideas at a 
time where Muslim women in the subcontinent were extremely suppressed.  
 
Author of the book Majeda Sabir, Herself a direct descendent of Begum Rokeya, thanked all 
those who helped her she had painstakingly collected information and photographs for the 
various relation of Rokeya. 
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